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have Images in all their Temples or Saws, of mfcuoi Gods, such as Somma
Cuddom, Sammy, and Piawpoia, but they cannot form an Idea of the Image
of the great God, whose Adoration is left to their Tallapozes or Priests.

Those Tallapoies 01 Pnests, teach, that Charity is the most sublime
Virtue., and theiefore ought to be extensive enough to reach not only to
human Species, but even to Animals, wherefore they neither kill nor eat
any, and they are so benevolent to Mankind, that they cherish all alike
without Distinction, for the sake of Religion. They hold all Religions to
be good that teach Men to be good, and that the Deities are pleased with
Variety of Worship, but with none that is hurtful to Men, because Cruelty
must be disagreeable to the Nature of a Deity: So being all agreed in that
Fundamental, they have but few Polemtcks, and no Persecutions, for they
say that our Minds are free Agents, and ought neither to be forc'd nor
fetter'd.

The Images in their Temples are placed in Domes., in a sitting Posture,
with their Legs across, their Toes all alike long, their Arms and Hands very
small in Proportion to their Bodies, their Faces longei than human, and
their Ears large, and the Lappets very thick. The Congregation bows to
them when they come in and go out, and that is all the Oblation they
receive.

They never repair an old Baw> nor is there any Occasion for that Piety
or Expence; for in every September there is an old Custom for Gentlemen
of Fortune, to make Sky Rockets, and set them a flying in the Air, and if
any fly any great Height, that is a certain Sign that the Owner is in favour
with the Gods, but if it comes to the Ground, and spends its Fire without
rising, the Owner is much dejected, and believes that the Gocls are angry
with him, but the happy Man, whose Rocket makes him in the Gods
Favour, never fails of building a new Saw., and dedicates it to the God he
adores, and some Priests, whose Temples are gone to Decay, bring their
Images to adorn it, who have the Benefice for their Pains.

I have seen some of those Rockets so large, that one of them could
contain above five hundred Weight of Powder Dust and Coal, which is
their common Composition. The Carcase is the Trunk of a great Tree
made hollow, leaving about two Inches of solid Wood without the
Cylinder, to strengthen it, the Hollow they fill with the Composition well
ramrn'd in, and after that is done, they make Thongs of green Buffaloes
Hides, and hale tight round the Carcase to keep it from splitting, and
those Thongs are put from one End to the other, in the Place of Hoops,
and when they grow dry, they are as close on the Carcase as so many
Hoops. Then they secure the Ends, that the Composition may come